Low anterior resection with anastomosis by endorectal pull-through. Another look at Black's operation.
The type of endorectal pull-through described by Black was evaluated as an alternative method of anastomosis in 11 anterior resections in which anastomosis from above was impossible. The method is attractive from the standpoint of function because it preserves the distal rectum and leaves the anus intact. Technical points important to success are complete mobilization of the descending colon to allow the distal descending colon to be used for the pull-through and prophylactic dilatation of the early stenosis, which is characteristic of this type of anastomosis.